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Dear Sarah,  
   
We write following the Today Programme’s recent coverage of the Syrian crisis. In particular, we would 
be grateful if you could clarify a claim made by your guest Dr John Nott on 29 July.  
  
While we share Dr Nott’s concern for the protection of civilian life, we are somewhat puzzled by his 
suggestion that “just in the last few days, 680 civilians were killed [and] 1600 injured”. According to 
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, the figure is much lower: recent airstrikes resulted in “about 
15 civilian casualties”. Please do publish a correction.  
  
During this and similar interviews, we hear time and again that the Syrian state is guilty of instances of 
human rights violations. Such atrocities are impossible to condone. However, we would be grateful if 
you could explain why there is scant recognition of the state’s constructive initiatives – for all its faults, 
it has the best record in the region for protecting the rights of women, Christians and other minorities. 
  
In contrast, atrocities committed by terrorist groups have received little coverage by the Today 
Programme. No reference has been made to the widespread attacks against civilians by rebel groups, 
such as Hayat Tahrir Ash Sham, an off-shoot of Al Qaida, which continues to shell areas under the 
regime’s control, targeting especially Christian-majority towns and villages.  
  
The quantity of one-sided reporting has now become so significant that we do hope you will 
raise these concerns with colleagues and present a programme with more balanced coverage of the 
Syrian crisis, including, for example, inviting speakers who are willing to challenge your dominant 
narrative. We would be pleased to make suggestions.  
  
Yours sincerely,  
  
Lord Green of Deddington (British Ambassador to Syria 1991-94) 
Peter Ford (British Ambassador to Syria 2003-06) 
Lord Carey of Clifton (former Archbishop of Canterbury)  
Dr Michael Langrish (former Bishop of Exeter) 
Dr Michael Nazir-Ali (former Bishop of Rochester) 
Lord Gordon of Strathblane  
Lord Naseby  
Baroness Cox 
Lord West of Spithead 


